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Figure 2. Abdomen-pelvis CT. It shows the arterial contrast image. It demonstrates the liver margin enhancement compared with

pre-contrast image (Figure 1).
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Table 1. Diseases related to right upper quadrant pain.

Differential diagnosis of Fitz-Hugh-Curtis syndrome

Cholelithiasis
Cholecystitis

Pleurisy

Pneumonia
Pulmonary embolism
Rib fracture
Pyelonephritis
Hepatitis
Nephrolithiasis
Perforated ulcer
Subphrenic abscess
Pancreatitis
Appendicitis

Herpes zoster
Enteroviral epidemic pleurodynia (Bornholm disease)

Reference: Adapted from Nadja G, Peter MD, Liiana R, Clark
MD, Jeffrey R, Jaeger MD. Fitz-Hugh-Curtis syndrome: a
diagnosis to consider in woman with right upper quadrant
pain. CCJM 2004;3(71):233-9.
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Table 2. CDC recommended regimens for treatment of pelvic inflammatory disease.

Inpatient treatment

Regimen A

Cefoxitin 2 g IV or cefotetan 2 g IV plus doxycycline 100 mg PO/IV ql2h.
Continue this regimen for 48 hours after the patient remains clinically improved, and then start doxycycline 100 mg PO bid for

a total of 14 days.

If tubo-ovarian abscess is present, use clindamycin or metronidazole with doxycycline for more effective anaerobic coverage.

Regimen B

Clindamycin 900 mg IV q8h plus gentamicin 2 mg/kg loading dose IV followed by a maintenance dose of 1.5 mg/kg q8h.

IV therapy may be discontinued 24 hours after the patient improves clinically, and PO therapy of 100 mg bid of doxycycline should

be continued for a total of 14 days of therapy.

Outpatient treatment

Regimen A

Ceftriaxone 250 mg IM once as a single dose plus doxycycline 100 mg PO bid for 14 days, with or without metronidazole 500

mg PO bid for 14 days.
Regimen B

Cefoxitin 2 g IM once as a single dose and probenecid 1 g PO concurrently in a single dose or other parenteral third-generation
cephalosporin plus doxycycline 100 mg PO bid for 14 days with or without metronidazole 500 mg PO bid for 14 days.

Reference: Adapted from Update to CDC's sexually transmitted diseases treatment guidelines, 2006. fluoroquinolones no longer
recommended for treatment of gonococcal infections. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2007;56(14):332-6.
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A Case Report of Fitz-Hugh-Curtis Syndrome
due to Chlamydia in 19-year-old Woman

Gunn Yim, M.D., Chun Muk Park, M.D., Byung Wook Yoo,
M.D., Ph.D., Sung Ho Hong, M.D., Ph.D., Choo Yon Cho,
M.D., Ph.D.

Department of Family Medicine, Soonchunhyang University College of
Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Fitz-Hugh-Curtis syndrome (FHCS)-inflammation of the
liver capsule (Perihepatitis) associated with genital tract
infection-occurs in 4~14% of patients with pelvic inflam-
matory disease (PID). Generally presenting as sharp,
pleuritic right upper quadrant pain, usually but not
always accompanied by signs of salpingitis. It needs
differential diagnosis such as cholecystitis, pyelonephritis.
The pathogenesis of FHCS is incompletely understood.
But Neisseria gonorrhoeae and Chlamydia trachomatis are
thought to be the primary causative germs of FHCS. We
make a report about FHCS in 19-year-old woman who
had been sexual history recently. (J Korean Acad Fam
Med 2008;29:134-139)

Key words: Fitz-Hugh-Curtis syndrome (FHCS), Perihepatitis,
Pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), Neisseria

gonorrboeae, Chlamydia trachomatis
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